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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-9, 18-34, and 43-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bouchier (U.S. 6,725,317) in view of Johnson (U.S. 2002/0042896). 

As per claim 1, Bouchier teaches a method for facilitating system management in a data 
processing system, comprising: tracking status information of a primary system component of a 
platform side operating system in a data processing system, wherein said tracking is facilitated 
by a service processor of the data processing system (Abstract; column 2, lines 37-59), wherein a 
redundant system component is configured for providing fiinctionality provided by the primary 
system component (column 3, lines 7-10); and configuring the platform-side operating system 
dependent at least partially upon said status information of at least one of said system 
components, wherein said configuring includes determining if the primary system component is 
incapable of providing said functionality and allowing said functionality to be provided by the 
redundant system component in response to determining that the primary system component is 
incapable of providing said fimctionality, wherein said configuring is facilitated at least partially 
by platform firmware of data processing system (column 6, lines 27-67; columns 14, lines 40-49; 



Application/Control Number: 10/628,280 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2445 

column 17, lines 20-31). Though suggested, Bouchier does not specifically teach that the status 
information of the redundant system component is tracked simultaneously with the primary 
system component. Johnson teaches the simultaneous monitoring of primary and redundant 
system components (Abstract, 0032, 0060-0063, 01 1 1-01 16). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill to include the ability to simultaneously monitor system components, as taught 
by Johnson in the system of Bouchier. The motivation for doing so lies in the fact that 
simultaneous monitoring would enable the system to discern the health of all components, so as 
to determine whether a switchover from one component to another would be advisable, for 
example. Both inventions are from the same field of endeavor, namely the monitoring of 
operating system components. 

As per claim 2, Bouchier- Johnson teaches the method of claim 1 wherein said tracking 
includes: probing a device driver associated with the system component (Johnson: 0006); and 
receiving said status information from the device driver (Bouchier: Abstract; column 3, lines 7- 
10; Johnson: 0032,0111-0116). 

As per claim 3, Bouchier- Johnson teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising: 
enabling access of at least a portion of said status information of at least one of said system 
components by said platform firmware for enabling said configuring to be facilitated, wherein 
said enabling access is facilitated by the service processor (Bouchier: Abstract; column 3, lines 
7-10; Johnson: 0032,0111-0116). 

As per claim 4, Bouchier- Johnson teaches the method of claim 3 wherein: said platform 
firmware includes boot-time firmware (Bouchier: Abstract; column 3, lines 7-10; Johnson: 
0032, 0111-0116); and said enabling access includes transmitting at least a portion of said status 
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information of at least one of said system components at boot-time by the service processor for 
reception by said boot-time firmware (Bouchier: Abstract; column 3, lines 7-10; Johnson: 0032, 
0111-0116). 

As per claim 5, Bouchier- Johnson teaches the method of claim 4 wherein said 
transmitting includes transmitting over a network connection (Bouchier: Abstract; column 3, 
lines 7-10; Johnson: 0032, 0111-0116). 

As per claim 6, Bouchier- Johnson teaches the method of claim 3 wherein: said platform 
firmware includes run-time firmware (Bouchier: Abstract; column 3, lines 7-10; Johnson: 0032, 
0111-0116); and said enabling access includes maintaining at least a portion of said status 
information of at least one of said system components in a persistent data structure that is 
accessible by said run-time firmware thereby enabling said run-time firmware to access at least a 
portion of said status information of at least one of said system components (Bouchier: Abstract; 
column 3, lines 7-10; Johnson: 0032, Oil 1-01 16). 

As per claim 7, Bouchier- Johnson teaches the method of claim 1 wherein said tracking 
includes: querying a device driver associated with the primary system component after an 
adverse operating system condition for determining if the primary system component contributed 
to the adverse operating system action and implementing a specified corrective action involving 
the primary system component in response to a determination that the primary system 
component contributed to the adverse operating system condition (Bouchier: Abstract; column 
3, lines 7-10; Johnson: 0032, 01 1 1-01 16). 

As per claim 8, Bouchier- Johnson teaches the method of claim 1 wherein said tracking 
includes: determining that the redundant system component is idle during a present operating 
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system instantiation (Bouchier: Abstract; column 3, lines 7-10; Johnson: 0032, 0111-0116); 
monitoring status of the redundant system component during the present operating system 
instantiation (Bouchier: Abstract; column 3, lines 7-10; Johnson: 0032, 0111-0116); and 
implementing a specified corrective action involving the redundant system component in 
response to a determination that the redundant system component is at least temporarily unable 
to provide intended redundancy functionality (Bouchier: Abstract; column 3, lines 7-10; 
Johnson: 0032,0111-0116). 

As per claim 9, Bouchier- Johnson teaches the method of claim 1, fiirther comprising: 
receiving user-specified configuration information via a service processor based user interface 
(Bouchier: Abstract; column 3, lines 7-10; Johnson: 0032, 01 1 1-0116); and transmitting at least 
a portion of said user-specified configuration information by the service processor for reception 
by said platform firmware (Bouchier: Abstract; column 3, lines 7-10; Johnson: 0032, 0111- 
0116); wherein said configuring is further dependent at least partially upon said user-specified 
configuration information (Bouchier: Abstract; column 3, lines 7-10; Johnson: 0032, Oil 1- 
0116). 

Claims 26-34 are rejected on the same bases as claims 1-9, as the instant claims disclose 
limitations similar to the earlier claims. 

As per claim 18, Bouchier- Johnson teaches a method for facilitating system management 
in a data processing system, comprising: accessing status information of a primary system 
component of a platform-side operating system in a data processing system (Bouchier: Abstract; 
column 3, lines 7-10; Johnson: 0032, 0111-0116); accessing status information of a redundant 
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system component of the platform-side operating system in the data processing system in 
combination with accessing said status information of the primary system component, wherein 
the redundant system component is configured for providing functionality provided by the 
primary system component (Bouchier: Abstract; column 3, lines 7-10; Johnson: 0032, 0111- 
0116); and configuring the platform-side operating system dependent at least partially upon said 
status information of at least one of said system components (Bouchier: Abstract; column 3, 
lines 7-10; Johnson: 0032, 0111-0116); wherein said accessing and at least a portion of said 
configuring are facilitated by platform firmware of data processing system (Bouchier: Abstract; 
column 3, lines 7-10; Johnson: 0032, 01 1 1-01 16). 

As per claim 19, Bouchier- Johnson teaches the method of claim 18 wherein said 
accessing is facilitated in response to said status information of at least one of said system 
components being transmitted by a service processor of the data processing system for reception 
by said platform firmware (Bouchier: Abstract; column 3, lines 7-10; Johnson: 0032, 0111- 
0116). 

As per claim 20, Bouchier- Johnson teaches the method of claim 18 wherein: said 
platform firmware includes boot-time firmware; and said accessing includes receiving at least a 
portion of said status information at boot-time (Bouchier: Abstract; column 3, lines 7-10; 
Johnson: 0032,0111-0116). 

As per claim 21, Bouchier- Johnson teaches the method of claim 20 wherein said 
accessing includes receiving at least a portion of said status information of at least one of said 
system components via a network connection (Bouchier: Abstract; column 3, lines 7-10; 
Johnson: 0032,0111-0116). 
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As per claim 22, Bouchier- Johnson teaches the method of claim 18 wherein: said 
platform firmware includes run-time firmware; and said accessing includes accessing at least a 
portion of said status information of at least one of said system components in a persistent data 
structure maintained at least partially by the service processor and accessible by said run-time 
firmware (Bouchier: Abstract; column 3, lines 7-10; Johnson: 0032, 0111-0116). 

As per claim 23, Bouchier- Johnson teaches the method of claim 18, further comprising: 
receiving user-specified configuration information transmitted by the service processor for 
reception by the platform firmware, wherein said configuring is fiirther dependent at least 
partially upon said user-specified configuration information (Bouchier: Abstract; column 3, lines 
7-10; Johnson: 0032, 0111-0116). 

As per claim 24, Bouchier- Johnson teaches the method of claim 18, wherein: said 
configuring includes implementing a specified corrective action for the particular redundant 
system component in response to said status information of the redundant system component 
indicating that the particular redimdant system component is unavailable to provide intended 
redundancy fimctionality (Bouchier: Abstract; column 3, lines 7-10; Johnson: 0032, 0111- 
0116). 

As per claim 25, Bouchier- Johnson teaches the method of claim 24 wherein the specified 
corrective action includes at least one of issuing notification of the unavailability of the 
redundant system component and issuing notification to repair or replace the redundant system 
component for maintaining fail-over capability (Bouchier: Abstract; column 3, lines 7-10; 
Johnson: 0032,0111-0116). 
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Claims 43-50 are rejected on the same bases as claims 18-25, as the instant claims 
disclose limitations similar to the earher claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on May 22, 2008 have fiiUy been considered and are 
respectfully traversed by the new grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 

Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tanim Hossain whose telephone number is (571)272-3881. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess can be reached on 571/272-3949. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Tanim Hossain 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2445 

/Larry D Donaghue/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2454 



